Medicaid was first established under the Social Security Act in 1965. Broad guidelines established by the Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid Services (CMS) govern the program, but each state administers its own program. Medicaid is jointly funded by the state and
federal government.

Current Medicaid Eligibility Requirements and Covered Groups

Children
«  Children ages 0-5 are covered if their family’s income is equal to or less than

133% FPL Medicaid Statistics
o  Children ages 6-18 are covered if their family’s income is equal to or less than Approximately 90,000
100% FPL :
people were enrolled in
Pregnant Women WY Medicaid in 2011.
o Family income is equal to or less than 133% FPL In 2011 WY Medicaid
ovided services to
Family Care Adults (Adults with Children) 0 recimionts
« In practice, today adults with children who earn more than the 1996 Family Care ‘ P !
Standard, are not eligible for Medicaid services More than 70% of
« Family income is less than the 1996 Family Care Standard welleea veaie S (The

» 1996 Family Care Standard = $512 for a two-person household, $590

Children or Family Care
for a three-person household, and no more than $659 for a four-person

Adult categories.

household
Children outnumber
Aged, Blind and Disabled adults by roughly 7-1, but
« Citizen enrolled, or eligible for Supplemental Security Income (SSI) children and Family Care
« Citizens eligible for home and community based waiver programs, citizens who adults only account for
live in a nursing home, hospital, hospice, intermediate care facility or a state 1/3 of total state Medicaid
hospital with personal income less than 300% of the SSI standard spending.
o Low income Medicare beneficiaries
WY spends an average
Other Special Groups of $6,720 annually per
+  Uninsured women diagnosed with breast or cervical cancer with a personal recipient, which is only
income less than 250% FPL $17 higher than the WY
o Individuals diagnosed with tuberculosis with incomes at or below the SSI Medical Inflation Rate.
standard and who meet resource guidelines
« Non-citizens who meet other eligibility requirements - but only receive benefits WY Medicaid spent a
for emergency services. total of $518.9 million in
2011.
Kid Care CHIP
The Wyoming Dept. of Health administers a separate health insurance plan called 80% of WY Medicaid
Kid Care CHIP, which offers a low-cost medical, dental, and vision plan to children recipients only accounted
under the age of 19. In order to quality for Kid Care CHIP, a child or teenager must be for 17% of the spending.

uninsured, have a familial income less than or equal to 200% FPL, and also be ineligible
for Wyoming Medicaid. Kid Care, like Medicaid, is jointly funded by state and federal
government dollars.

Aged, Blind & Disabled
accounted for 59% of
spending in 2011.




Expansion Realities and Explanations

On June 28, 2012, the United States Supreme Court ruled on various provisions in
the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA), including a mandatory

expansion of the Medicaid program to cover all individuals living in families below Exansion Numbers

133% of the federal poverty level (in 2012, $30,660 for a family of four) beginning

January 2014. The Court ruled against that provision, primarily because the law Full expansion of Medicaid is

gave HHS the authority to withdraw all federal matching funds if a state did not estimated to increase WY Medicaid

expand Medicaid, threatening a state’s entire Medicaid program. Now the decision population by 28,200 people by

about expanding Medicaid as part of the PPACA will be made state-by-state. 2016.

Governor Mead has not yet made a public decision and is studying the implications

of expansion. 3,700 are people already eligible
for Medicaid based on today’s

Now that the decision to expand Medicaid is voluntary, it is assumed that Wyoming eligibility requirements. This

will need enabling legislation to do so. In order to expand on January 1, 2014 per group is NOT OPTIONAL.

the PPACA, a bill would need to be passed in the 2013 session of the Wyoming

Legislature and signed by Governor Mead. Until further guidance or information 6,900 are children who are also

is available from HHS, the following is known, or assumed, about the program and NOT OPTIONAL to include in

expansion options. the automatic expansion.

Non-Optional Medicaid Expansion 17,600 are adults who are in

There are several expansions to Wyoming’s Medicaid program that are involuntary question and OPTIONAL for

by the state and will happen regardless of enabling legislation or policy decisions. coverage by WY Medicaid if the
These mandatory expansions are outlined as follows:
o  Children ages 6-18 with family incomes less than 138% (133% plus
disregards) of FPL will now be eligible for Wyoming Medicaid.

Optional Medicaid Expansion Expansion Costs

If Wyoming expands Medicaid, as recommended by the PPACA, and doesn't alter The OPTIONAL expansion is
any of the provisions by exploring different options, the following would occur:

Governor and Legislature so
choose.

estimated to cost WY roughly
$35.7 million, with the Federal
Government contributing $737.6
million in years 2014 through 2020.

Form a New Eligibility Category
Wyoming can choose to expand Medicaid by creating a new category of eligible
individuals which would be all adults under 65, not eligible for Medicare, with

incomes of 133% (138%) FPL. This essentially means that all adults in Wyoming, This represents a 20 to 1 spending

regardless of whether they have children, or not, would be eligible for Medicaid if ratio between state and Federal

they earned less than 138% FPL. funds to cover the expansion
population.

Expanding Medicaid, as outlined above, will increase the number of adults who

qualify for Wyoming Medicaid in the Family Care eligibility program, add a new Federal Government will cover

eligibility program for adults without dependent children, and will also cause some 100% of the cost to expand the

of the children who currently participate in Kid Care CHIP to be moved to the OPTIONAL adults for three years.

Wyoming Medicaid program. The Federal match scales back to

90% by 2020.
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